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SUB J : DR. SCOTT PALMER - PRESENTATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS THEME AT BNC 

1 . THE PRESENTATION BY DR. DAVID SCOTT PALMER ON US HUMAN RIGHTS 
POLICY 

SPARKED A RARE PUBLIC POLITICAL DEBATE BETWEEN DEFENDERS AND OPPONENTS 

OF THE STROESSNER REGIME. THE AUDIENCE OF ABOUT 80 PERSONS (EXCELLENT 
FOR ASUNCION) INCLUDED LEADING RADICAL LIBERALS, LIBERALS, FEBRERISTAS, 

AS WELL AS MINISTER OF DEFFENSE, CHILEAN AMBASSADOR, AND OFFICIAL 
COLORADO PARTY MEMBERS AND IDEOLOGUES. 

2. UNDER THE GUISE OF DIRECTING QUESTIONS TO PALMER, THESE ARTICULATE 
INDIVIDUALS MADE SPEECHES OF THEIR OWN, VARIOUSLY CHARACTERIZING 
STROESSNER AS A "POPULARLY ELECTED DEMOCRATIC LEADER" OR A "DICTATOR". 

PRAISING HIS POLICIES AS ENGLIGHTENED OR EXCORIATING THE GOVERNMENT 
FOR VIOLATING HUMAN AND POLITICAL RIGHTS AND ALLOWING CORRUPTION TO 
FLOURISH. AS THE NEWLY APPOINTED PRESS LIAISON OFFICER OF THE 
PRESIDENCY COMMENTED TO PALMER AFTERWARDS, THE OCCASION SHOWED 
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THAT FREEDOM OF SPEECH EXISTS IN PARAGUAY. AND PALMER ACCURATELY 
REPLIED: "AT LEAST THIS TIME." 

3. THE INDIVIDUAL STATEMENTS OF POLITICAL BELIEF AND/OR CON- 
SCIENCE PROVIDED PALMER FURTHER OPPORTUNITIES TO MAKE ADDITIONAL 
POINTS OF HIS OWN, REINFORCING HIS THESIS AND ADDING TO AN UNDER- 
STANDING OF US POSITION ON HUMAN, ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL RIGHTS. 
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4. THEEVENT WAS PARTICULARLY NOTEWORTHY SINCE TO OUR KNOWLEDGE 
IT IS ONLY THE SECOND PUBLIC DEBATE ON A HIGHLY EXPLOSIVE 
POLITICAL ISSUE FOR AT LEAST THE PAST FIVE YEARS (THE PREVIOUS 
OCCASION BEING LAST YEAR'S TELEVISED DEBATE ON THE FUTURE OF 
ITAIPU). 

5. REPORT OF PRESS REACTION TO THE PALMER PRESENTATION BY SEPTEL. 
WHITE 
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